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Annotations.

THE ROYAL BERKSHIRE HOSPITAL.

"Ne quid nimls."

WE have frequently had to comment upon the singular I
ignorance of the law governing medical men which is

exhibited by bodies passing under the title of boards,
vestries, school boards, and the like. The board of manage-
ment of the Royal Berkshire Hospital recently passed and
embodied in the rules of the hospital a resolution to the

effect" that when the attention of the medical staff is

called to the number of overtime patients within the hos-
pital, such patients shall be consulted upon by the medical
officers in charge of the patients collectively, with a

view of discharging those that are eligible." This

seems to us a most remarkable resolution. Surely the
medical officer in charge of the patient is fit to pronounce
upon the question as to whether he or she ought to go out or
not. If he wanted another opinion he could easily ask one or
more of his colleagues for such opinion, and we have no
manner of doubt that such a request would be gladly acceded 

I

to. In fact, according to Rule 66 of the hospital it was

laid down that with reference to the further stay in the
hospital of a patient who had already been in eight weeks
there would be a consultation with another member of the

staff; and this, we maintain, is a wise and sufficient pro-
vision ; but by this new rule surgeons will be called upon to
criticise medical cases and physicians surgical ones, so that
if the rule is carried out friction will inevitably arise.

Further, by Rule 46, physicians must be graduates in

medicine of a university of Great Britain or Ireland and
must not practise or be in partnership with anyone who
practises surgery, pharmacy, or midwifery. No such

limitations are imposed upon the surgeons. If, then,
care is taken to procure such very superior men as phy-
sicians they are surely competent to decide on the question
as to whether a patient stays in or not. We may mention
that according to our information the three physicians voted
against the resolution and the six surgeons for it. In our

opinion such a resolution is wholly unjustifiable, and those
members of the staff who voted for it took a mistaken course.
The board of management, however, must have very curious
ideas as to the proprieties. Let us take Rule 65 : " When

in-patients are discharged c2cred or greatly relieved they shall
be enjoined by the chairman of the board or the person who
may give them their discharge to return thanks to Almighty
God in their respective places of worship, and also, whether
’l’elieved or not, to the persons who recommended them to the

hospital, for both of which purposes printed papers shall
be delivered to them." The italics are ours. Was
ever such a monstrous rule penned - by a body of

presumably more or less educated men before? The

Almighty is only to be thanked for cure or great relief ; the

subscriber, because, we take it, he gives a guinea, is to be
thanked whether the patient is relieved or not. This is the
true commercial spirit of heathendom which is seen alike in
the:, pagan when he ill-treats his idols, in the ignorant
Roman Catholic when he refuses certain saints certain

candles, and in the Protestant whose idea of worship is
to get something for himself. We commend this rule to
the notice of the Bishop of Reading, and, having studied
it, cease to wonder at the ignorance of ordinary courtesies
displayed by the board. 

-

MEDICINE AND POLITICS.

PRACTITIONERS of medicine, like other people, have the
unquestionable right to occupy themselves with politics and
to take sides according to their convictions. We will even

go further and say that it is the bounden duty of all citizens9
no matter what their professions or occupations may be, to
assume a fair share in the conduct of public affairs and do
their best to promote the welfare of the State whereof they
are members. It is only as private individuals, however,
that medical men can claim the privileges of partisanship.
In everything that concerns purely professional and scientific
matters they have no nationality. A medical practitioner,
more perhaps than anyone else save a minister of

religion, has the right to say with Terence, Homa

SMTM.- humani nihil a me alienurla pnto. Unfortunately,
this noble sentiment is far from being universally acted
up to, especially on the Continent, where political feelings
are far too often allowed to gain the upper hand. Some
months ago a very flagrant exhibition of international in-
tolerance occurred at Antwerp, and we are sorry to learn
that the solution of continuity which then took place has
not yet been healed or even bridged over. A German

physician, having established himself professionally in that
ancient city, sought and obtained admission to the local

medical society. But no sooner was his membership an
accomplished fact than a strenuous, though happily unsuc-
cessful, attempt was made to cancel the election. Upon
this a number of malcontents seceded in order to start a

society of their own ; and in spite of the utmost efforts of

the leaders of the profession in Antwerp to bring about a
more desirable condition of things the regrettable schism
still continues. 

____

THE NAVY ESTIMATES.

MR. GoscHE.N has made his Ministerial statement of navy
policy. Upon the general question of the new shipbuilding
programme and the large increase to the navy we are simply
concerned in common with every other citizen. It is almost

universally considered a wise and necessary measure for the
protection of our Imperial interests, and one that has to be
adopted on the same principle that prudent men endeavour
to safeguard their interests and those of their families
and their property by effecting insurances. The events
and actualities of the present time have been more
and more forcing the subject upon the attention of
the nation. Apart from these general considerations,
however, there are some subjects which may fairly
claim our special notice. To begin with, we heartily
concur in Mr. Goschen’s method of dealing with our

future naval cadets. Every naval medical officer will agree
with the proposal to advance the age of boys entering the
service by a year, with the substitution of a college on shore
for the training-ship Britannia, and with the attempt to

lessen or do away with the cramming or forcing system so
generally followed at present. To think of the loss of air

and healthy exercise and of the long-continued study and
mental strain entailed upon lads of tender age by the

present system of preparing for the competitive examina- --

tions, and to remember that the potential Drakes, Nelsons,
Collingwoods, and Cochranes, and naval commanders of the -
future must spring from the ranks of these lads, is cal-

culated to raise the eyebrows of astonishment, as the-

Germans say. If there be a desire to deprive the boys of
their spirits, courage, independence, and individuality, to ’

stunt their growth and development, and make them

shortsighted, the system is a good one for the purpose.
It is only owing to the fact that the course of this sort
of training is happily not a very long one, that the
natural buoyancy of youth cannot be altogether repressed,
and because of the free open-air life that follows, that
we manage to get such good results as we do. But

a hatred of books is induced by the forcing process,
which boys often never afterwards get over. As regards--
thebritannia,it is no longer suited for its purposes ; itis.-


